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“Working with nature – instead of in opposition to it – helps 

communities become more resilient and come back stronger after 

disruptive natural events. Long-term resilience is about 

continuously bouncing back and regenerating, It’s about learning 

how to cope with the ever-changing “new normal.”

“In an age of rising waters and temperatures and diminishing 

budgets, the best defenses are adaptive, like nature.”

Resilient Design, CTASLA, Aaron King & Jared Green
https://www.asla.org/resilientdesign.aspx

https://www.asla.org/resilientdesign.aspx
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Timeline

• 1600s – Grist Mill

• 1840s – Mill Products - dyeing fabrics/yarn, bridge netting, marine paints, and 
mimeograph (carbonless copy) paper

• 1983 – Last occupant of the site, Frismar, went out of business

• 1989 – Fire destroyed the former mill building

• 1990 – Scrap brick & metal recovered from site. On site wetlands were illegally 
filled in with this debris, household garbage, and possibly hazardous waste 

• 1995 – Site entered the State Superfund Program

• 2014 -  EPA, DEEP, and Town of Haddam began collaboration on project

• 2014-2015 – EPA excavated about 8, 4000 tons of contaminated soil 

• 2015 – WKA Wetland and upland restoration

• 2021 – Higganum Cove Advisory Committee created to oversee development of 
the park at Higganum Cove

• 2022 –Landscape Master Plan, Kent + Frost

• 2023 – Park Construction begins
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Higganum Cove

Higganum Cove Foundation Higganum Cove Foundation

Town Park Design
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Higganum CoveTown Park Construction



THANK YOU!

QUESTIONS? 
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